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January 2015: Adoption of the Policy in Support of Restoration in the North Coast Region
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THE RESTORATION POLICY

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

Resolution No. R1-2015-0001

Policy in Support of Restoration in the North Coast Region

WHEREAS, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Region,
(hereinafter the Regional Water Board) finds that:

Introduction
ctive of the federal Clean Water Act is to restore and maintain the

1, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters (Clean Water Act
ct (Water Code, section

1. The primary obje:
chemical, physica
section 101(a))- The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control A
13000 et seq.) is California’s comprehensive water quality control statue, which
implements portions of the federal Clean Water Act. Under Porter-Cologne, water
quality objectives are established to ensure the reasonable protection of beneficial
uses! and the prevention of nuisance, in consideration of various factors including
past, present and probable future beneficial uses of water (Water Code, §13241).

2. Many of the North Coast Region'’s aquatic ecosystems - rivers, streams, lakes,
reservoirs, wetlands, enclosed bays, and estuaries - are home to sensitive beneficial
uses and at-risk species. The structure, function, and biodiversity of aquatic

vulnerable to disruption, and often require proactive, restorative

ecosystems are
her degradation, or increase resilience.

measures to correct impairment, prevent furt

ated with population growth and development, impacts from
land use activities and “legacy” problems, disruption of native plant and animal
communities, changes to instream flows, effects of climate change, and the
cumulative effects of past and present impacts, continue to threaten and degrade
many of our aquatic ecosystems.

3. The pressures associ

em restoration is the return of the chemical, physical, and
approximation of its
’s natural

4. The goal of aquatic ecosyst
biological attributes of an aquatic ecosystem to a closer
condition prior to disturbance or disruption by recreating the ecosystem

structure, function, or biodiversity.

5. To achieve the objectives of the Clean Water Actand Porter-Cologne, the Regional
Water Board must take an active role in promoting the implementation of
restoration projects that are expected to help restore the chemical, physical, and

biological integrity of the waters within the region.

— I
1 Beneficial uses that may be enhanced or protected as 3
recreation; aesthetic enjoyments; navigation; Native Americ

enhancement of fish, wildlife and other aquatic resources and preser

tion include, but are not necessarily limited to:

esult of restora
, subsistence fishing and preservation and

= |m '
portance of restoration projects for the

protection, enhan
cement,and r ..
uses ’ ecovery of benéficial

= O i
bstacles that impede restoration actions

= Require itti
quirements for permitting restoration projects

= Ongoi
going support of restoration projects

= Di . .
Irection to continue to support restoration



THE RESTORATION POLICY

Directives
= Develop effective regulation & permitting tools
= Build strong partnerships
= Facilitate grant funding opportunities

= Strategic Projects
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accompahylng Habltat Restoratlon and Enhancement Act

= Statewide Restora;i_on General Order

- = Cutting the Green Tape Initiative




FACILITATE GRANT FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Funding Sources
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STRATEGIC PROJECTS

Key Programmatic Permitting Efforts

= Mendocino County Permit Coordination Program
= Trinity River Restoration Program
= Redwoods Rising

Watershed Stewardship Framework

= Klamath Basin

= Elk River

= Laguna de Santa Rosa

® Scott and Shasta Rivers

= Mendocino Coastal watersheds

= Eel River 10




Species in the Spotlight: Central California Coast Coho Salmon | PRIORITY ACTIONS: 2021-2025

= Restoration at a Watershed Scale

® |[mproving Instream Flow

= Continue and Expand Captive
Broodstock Programs

dlmon in Lagunitas Creek Photo: Mt Tamalpais Photos

The Species in the Spotlight Initiative
. Pa rtn e ri ng a. n d O ut reac h l:l 2015, the l\Al‘:Jtiox‘ml‘MarnA]fe Fisherifes's‘?ryice (NOA/? Fiéheries)_‘



RESTORATION AT AWATERSHED SCALE

bl ~TRT ackindl

Programmatic Permitting

Trinity River Restoration Program
Redwoods Rising Projects
Statewide Restoration General Order

Agency collaboration

Salmonid Habitat Restoration Priorities
(SHaRP)




SRWC

IMPROVING INSTREAM FLOW

8 Groundwater Recharge Projects
Sanctuary Forest’s work in the Mattole River Watershed
- Scott-River Watershed Council’s Beaver Dam Analogs

Yurok Tribe’s IndianiCreek Stage 0 Restoration Project




Mendocino Coho Salmon Supplementation Program

than Wartherdam, -NCRWQCB_;_, Jennifer Carah, The Nature Conservancy




PARTNERING AND OUTREACH




Jake Shannon

Restoration Coordination Specialist

Jacob.Shannon@waterboards.ca.gov
(707) 576-2673

NPS / Jessica Weinbérg McClosky
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